
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

0 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

* * * * *  

In t h e  Hatter of:  

THE APPLICATION OF KENTUCKY UTILITIES ) 
COMPANY FOR AUTHORIZATION TO ELIMINATE ) 
TESTING OF SINGLE PHASE METERS AT 100% ) CASE NO. 9493 
TEST CURRENT AT 0 . 5  POWER FACTOR 1 

O R D E R  

Kentucky Utilities Company ('RU'), filed its application on 

January 13, 1986, requesting authorization to eliminate the test- 

ing of single phase meters at 50 percent power factor as required 

by regulation 807 KAR 5 : 0 4 1 ,  Section 17(1). The application for a 

deviation from regulations is in accordance with regulation 807 

KAR 5:041, Section 22. KU estimates that of the total time re- 

quired to test single phase meters, 20 to 25 percent of the time 

is required to make the 50 percent power factor test and therefore 

the elimination of this test would result in a labor saving of 

approximately 80 hours per month. KU further states that most 

single phase meters currently being manufactured do not have an 

adjustment mechanism for power factor correction. 

The Commission, having considered the evidence of record 

and being a d v i s e d ,  is of the opinion and finds that: 

1. The majority of single phase meters in use by KO are 

used for metering residential loads and the power factor of t h e s e  

loads is nearly always above 90 percent; therefore a meter out of 



t o l e r a n c e  a t  50 p e r c e n t  power factor would n o t  i n t r o d u c e  a n  appre- 

c iab le  error i n t o  t h e  k i l o w a t t  h o u r s  registered on t h e  meter. 

2 .  The C o m m i s s i o n ' s  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  do n o t  r e q u i r e  

t h e  u s e  of tes t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  50 p e r c e n t  power fac tor  i n  t h e  

a d j u s t m e n t  of a c u s t o m e r ' s  b i l l .  

3. Many meters of r e c e n t  d e s i g n ,  w h i c h  a r e  in use by KU, 

do n o t  h a v e  a n  a d j u s t m e n t  mechanism f o r  50 p e r c e n t  power fac tor  

errors. 

4 .  The d e v i a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  by KU w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  cost t o  

its c u s t o m e r s  i n  mat te rs  r e l a t i n g  t o  m e t e r  t e s t i n g  w i t h o u t  re- 

d u c i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  of s e r v i c e  a n d  therefore t h e  r e q u e s t  s h o u l d  be 

g r a n t e d .  

I T  IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t  t h e  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  for t e s t i n g  s i n g l e  phase w a t t - h o u r  meters a t  50 

p e r c e n t  power  f a c t o r  as r e q u e s t e d  by KU i n  i ts  a p p l i c a t i o n  re- 

c e i v e d  J a n u a r y  13, 1 9 8 6 ,  be a n d  i t  h e r e b y  is g r a n t e d .  

I T  IS FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  KU c o n t i n u e  t o  test  new s i n g l e  

phase w a t t - h o u r  meters a t  50 p e r c e n t  power f ac to r  a8 r e q u i r e d  by 

Commission r e g u l a t i o n s .  

I T  IS F U R T H E R  ORDERED t h a t  KU shall file a new t a r i f f  

l n c o r p o t a t l n g  t h i s  d o v i a t i o n  w i t h i n  2 0  days from the data this 

Order  is r e c e i v e d .  
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Dbne,at F r a n k f o r t ,  Kentucky,  this 14th day of Wch, 1986. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ATTEST t 

secret a ry 


